[Squamous cell carcinoma of the face].
The main morphologic, diagnostic and therapeutic features of squamous cell carcinoma of the facial region are described. It occurs predominantly in exposed areas with preexisting actinic elastosis, keratosis, telangiectasies or fissurae. The primary lesion of squamous cell carcinoma more encountered is a firm erythematous nodule with poorly-defined margins and smooth, verrucous or papillomatous surface, frequently surrounded by satellite nodules and central ulceration. The indications of surgical excision, radiation therapy, and electrocoagulation or cryosurgery are discussed. Squamous cell carcinoma is more malignant than the basal cell variety and will metastatize to regional glands more rapidly.